
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 

Wednesday, Feb. 12th 

ADVANCING EQUITY THROUGH FARM TO SCHOOL EDUCATION 

Jamese Kwele, Director of Food Equity 

Jamese is the first Director of Food Equity at Ecotrust. In this capacity, she oversees the organization's 
farm to institution initiatives while guiding the development of partnerships and new bodies of work at 
the intersections of food & land justice, soil regeneration, and climate resilience. She also serves as an 
Advisory Board member for the National Farm to School Network. Previously Jamese served as Senior 
Associate at the Philadelphia-based food access nonprofit, The Food Trust, where she worked for ten 
years. At The Food Trust, Jamese led the Community Food Systems team, where she facilitated racial 
equity learning and framework development, while providing strategic oversight across multiple areas 
including farm to school, early care and education (ECE) policy, and regional food systems. Originally 
from California, Jamese spent twenty years living and working in the greater Philadelphia area before 
returning West with her husband and two children in March 2019. 
 

 

 

Thursday, Feb. 13th 

FARM TO SCHOOL IN OREGON:  
CELEBRATING HOW FAR WE HAVE COME TOGETHER AND THE FUTURE OF OUR WORK 
 

Michelle Markesteyn, PHD, COO - Chief Organizational Optimist, Rootopia. Rootopia.com 

Michelle is a mom on a mission is to make it easy to raise happy, healthy kids and help our farmers 
prosper. For over 20 years she has gotten my hands dirty on farms 4-4,000 acres in size, taught in school 
gardens, researched ways to make it easier to get local foods on our tables, and then advocated for 
policies that do just that. She lives in the heart of the Willamette Valley with her two growing boys, and 
her favorite vegetable to grow is eggplant. 
 
Jaime Arrendondo, Capaces 

Jaime is a proud immigrant from Las Ranas, Michoacan, Mexico. He is the Executive Director of the 
Capaces Leadership Institute and has worked in the non-profit sector for nearly 14 years. Some of his 
favorite roles have included: tour guide, smiles provider, peace maker, convener, agitator (with a smile), 
story teller, and wannabe graphic designer and handy person. Jaime loves to give back to his 
community.  He serves as a Trustee with Collins Foundation Board, Vice-President of Western Oregon 
University Board of Trustees, President of PCUN's Board of Directors, and member of Oregon’s Youth 
Development Council, Oregon Future Labs, Chemeketa Community College President's Community 
Leaders Advisory Committee, Oregon Community Foundation Latino Partnership Project Mid-Valley 
Advisory Council, Oregon Farm to School and School Garden Network Steering Committee.  
 

Henry Ratcliffe, School garden leadership student 

Henry Ratcliffe is in 5th grade at 91 School in the Canby School District. He has been school gardening 
since he was in pre-school at the YMCA, and at 91 school since he was a kinder. Starting in 4th grade he 
helped with garden leadership to train up the younger kids on how to garden.  
 


